TO W, J. TEMPLE                    7

you mention. The time seems to pass very agreeably
at Cambridge.

I can assure you the study of the law here is a most
laborious task. In return for yours I shall give you
an account of my studies. From nine to ten I attend
the law-class ; from ten to eleven study at home ; and
from one to two attend a College upon Roman Anti-
quities; the afternoon and evening I likeways spend
in study: I never walk except on Saturdays.

During the vacancy, in harvest, I went along with
my father to the Northern Circuit, and was so happy
as to be in the same chaise as Sir David Dalrymple the
whole way. I kept an exact journal, at the particular
desire of my friend Mr. Love, and sent it to him in
sheets every post. He is really a man who, I must
say, is my second-best friend. He has not only taste,
genius, and learning, but a good heart, and thus
prettily speaks in one of his poems :

" Virtue and happiness unite in one.
As light and heat both centre in the sun,"

The poem you have obliged me with is very pretty; if
it is done by an acquaintance, you are happy in knowing
him, but I should imagine it the production of my friend:
pray let me know if it is. To encourage you, I have
enclosed a few trifles of my own. One of the Epigrams is
a true story of Major Cochran (now Earl of Dundonald)
and Mr. Webster, but this I tell you inter nos. I have
published now and then the production of a leisure
hour in the magazines. If any of these Essays can give
entertainment to my friend, I shall be extremely happy.

My father and mother return your compliments in
the best manner, and retain a just esteem for you*
Your most sincere and affectionate friend,

JAMES BOSWELL.